
 

 

 

 

 

The Australian, state and territory education Ministers have agreed to changes to the National Quality 

Framework (NQF) following a review of the National Partnership Agreement on the National Quality Agenda 

(NQA) for Early Childhood Education and Care. The Review commenced in 2014 (!) to determine if the goals 

of the NQF to improve the quality of education and care in Australia are being met in the most efficient and 

effective way.  

Overall the review found the NQF is an important and successful reform with strong stakeholder support, 

and some technical and operational improvements are required after five years of operation. Proposed 

options for changes to the NQF were tested with the sector, families and communities.  

Ministers have agreed to a number of recommendations for changes to the Education and Care Services 

National Law and National Regulations to maintain quality outcomes for children, while balancing the need 

to reduce red tape and unnecessary administrative burden for approved providers and educators. Changes 

to the NQF recognise the evolving education and care sector and seek to address new challenges by 

maintaining a key focus on quality outcomes for all children, particularly in relation to children’s health, 

safety and wellbeing.  

Key decisions include:  

 A revised National Quality Standard (NQS) to strengthen quality through greater clarity, remove 

conceptual overlap between elements and standards, clarify language and reduce the number of standards 

and elements from 18 standards to 15, and 58 to 40 elements.  

 Improved oversight and support within Family Day Care to achieve better compliance and quality across 

the whole sector.  

 Removing supervisor certificate requirements so service providers have more autonomy in deciding who 

can be the responsible person in each service, and to reduce red tape.  

 Introduction of a national educator to child ratio of 1:15 for services providing education and care to 

school age children (this wasn’t official before). 

Transitional arrangement and saving provisions apply in some states and territories. These changes are 

outlined in the Decision Regulation Impact Statement (Decision RIS) which provides an analysis of the 

regulatory impacts of changes to the NQF and stakeholder views.  

The review changes also include a South Australian specific regulatory amendment that provides greater 

flexibility for declared approved centre based service providers to improve their physical environments 

without needing to meet the higher space requirements under the NQF (refer page 139 of the Decision 

Regulation Impact Statement). More information on this change will be provided to support sector 

understanding.  
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Changes to the legislation will commence 1 October 2017 in all states and territories (except Western 

Australia which will commence by 1 October 2018). A revised National Quality Standard (NQS) will be 

introduced on 1 February 2018 in all states and territories (including Western Australia). 

 The ACECQA website has a summary of the key changes sorted under key themes. Also available is a 

summary of all decisions (including where no change was made) and the full Decision Regulation Impact 

Statement with background to each proposal and decision. 

Additional resources will be developed over coming months to further explain any changes to legislation 

and regulation, transition timelines and requirements, implementation and practice. ACECQA will be 

distributing an email communication to all approved providers and service providers with email addresses 

registered in the NQA ITS on behalf of the Australian, state and territory governments. We will be 

encouraging the sector to subscribe to the ACECQA newsletter to stay informed  

Changes to OSHC documentation requirements in some jurisdictions – NOT SA! 

Services that educate and care for children over preschool age in the Northern 
Territory, Queensland and NSW will no longer be required to keep documentation about individual 
children’s development. Instead, these services must keep documentation about the development of the 
educational program. 

There is no change to existing requirements for services that educate and care for children over preschool 
age in the ACT, South Australia, Tasmania, Victoria and Western Australia. 

According to the review, 76% of respondents voted for OSHC services to change the documentation to being 
about the development of the program, rather than about individual children’s development. The National 
peak body for OSHC (NOSHSA – National Outside School Hours Services Association) supported the 
implementation of this option for all jurisdictions except Victoria, advocating that the primary reason for the 
levels of confusion and misunderstanding within the sector was due to a rigid and narrow interpretation by 
individual assessment and compliance officers.  
 
The review also says that Community Child Care Association in Victoria and the Early Childhood Australia 
(ECA) organisations wanted to keep the extensive individual documentation for OSHC services. Since when 
has ECA become an authority in OSHC?!! The review decided to allow the states to be flexible and 
determine which approach they wish to use. Jurisdiction specific guidance material will also be developed 
for both services and assessment officers.  
 
OSHCsa met with officers from the ESB regularly last year and we were advocating for a reduction in 
documentation. It seemed to fall on deaf ears as we were told there was no flexibility around this - they 
couldn't change anything, they said. Set in stone.....They wanted to stop focusing on the documentation 
issue because that is all we discussed at meetings! 

The OSHCsa board were horrified and angry when we found out other state regulatory bodies have opted to 
reduce documentation in OSHC. Two OSHCsa board members attended a NOSHSA meeting in December 
and discovered that our experience for being assessed in SA is very 
different to that of other states. So much for a national system. 
 
Come to the ACECQA forums in March (see information over the page)  
and voice your opinion! Let’s see if we can get this changed for the better. 

 

  
 
 
 



 

 

NOSHSA (the national body which OSHCsa is part of) is partnering with ACECQA to deliver a series of Quality 
Area 1: Educational program and practice workshops for Outside School Hours Care services. 

The workshops are a chance to explore the Quality Area 1 elements of the National Quality Standard that 
services can find most challenging to meet. 

The 2.5 hour interactive workshops are being led by ACECQA's Deputy National Educational Leader, the free 
sessions are open to Outside School Hours Care educators, supervisors and providers. 

The session is designed for staff who are currently working in Outside School Hours Care services. 

The session will start at 10:00am and finish at 12:30pm. Morning tea will be available from 9:30am 

Register now to secure your spot in either the city, Noarlunga or Elizabeth. 

Register by clicking on the correct link for your nearest venue: 

 

Tuesday, March 14th Adelaide City - https://register.eventarc.com/37228/adelaide-tuesday-14th-
march-quality-area-1-educational-program-and-practice-workshops-for-outside-school-hours-care-
services%20/t%20_blank 

Wednesday March 15th Noarlunga - https://register.eventarc.com/37229/noarlunga-wednesday-
15th-march-quality-area-1-educational-program-and-practice-workshops-for-outside-school-hours-care-
services%20/t%20_blank 

Thursday, March 16th Elizabeth - https://register.eventarc.com/37230/elizabeth-thursday-16th-march-

quality-area-1-educational-program-and-practice-workshops-for-outside-school-hours-care-
services%20/t%20_blank 

 

 

 

You can always make healthy nachos by substituting 

the corn chips for pita bread (rip up, spray with 

olive oil and bake on oven trays for ten minutes). 

However this recipe makes little manageable nacho 

cups which children can easily eat at snack time.  

Rip up pieces of Pita Bread (roughly cut large ones 

into four pieces) and place them in the bottom of 

muffin trays. 

Cook mince with taco seasoning (or plain if preferred). Make sure the mince is well cooked 

with no juice in it or it will make the bread soggy. Place large spoonfuls of mince into the 

newly formed pita bread cases and heat in a moderate oven for approximately fifteen 

minutes. 

Once they are out of the oven add grated cheese, taco sauce, tomato, lettuce, sour cream, 

guacamole, or whatever the children prefer! 

 

Not so Naughty Nachos…. 

….. 

ACECQA partners with NOSHSA to deliver OSHC forums…. 
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