
 

 

 

 

 

The Australian, state and territory education Ministers recently agreed to changes to the National Quality 

Framework (NQF) which included a reduction in documentation for children’s learning in OSHC in New 

South Wales, Northern Territory and Queensland, but not in South Australia. 

Since this information was released last month OSHCsa has been working on a number of initiatives to 

address this in South Australia. These initiatives include making it clear to the government bodies that we 

do not agree with the current level of documentation OSHC services must undertake, as well as finding ways 

to help the sector manage it until it is able to be changed – in line with other states. 

What we have currently been doing: 

 OSHCsa wrote a letter to the Minister stating our disappointment with the SA decision 

 We organised for our member services and their families to send letters to the Minister 

 We met with Chris Chatburn, CEO and registrar of the Education Standards Board (ESB) 

 We spoke up at SA NQF stakeholders meeting to voice our disapproval at this decision which was 
signed off by the Education Minister Susan Close on the advice of the Department for Education and 
Child Development (as the policy decision maker for SA). Following this meeting two DECD 
personnel have contacted OSHCsa to work collaboratively going forward. 

 We have been invited to work with DECD and ACECQA collaboratively to develop the new guide 
aimed to assist assessors and OSHC services. This aims to give clearer guidance to both assessors 
and services around the documentation for children’s learning in OSHC. 

 We are meeting with Education Standards Board (ESB) lead assessors early next term to develop 
strategies to assist OSHC educators developing documentation. One such strategy is inviting 
assessors to be at hub meetings where services can share their program and documentation and ask 
for feedback from assessors.  

What we are planning for the future: 

 OSHCsa representatives will visit OSHC services in Victoria and New South Wales to compare 
expectations about documentation in OSHC services. 

 We aim to provide some workshops this year on digital documentation and how to implement this.  

 OSHCsa will gather essential information about the wellbeing, demand, expectations and challenges 
of OSHC services and their personnel through a survey early this year. To support the sector we 
need to gather more research on it. 

 We are meeting with representatives of Flinders University regarding current and upcoming 
research being conducted in OSHC services. We aim to gather some research on the challenges, 
benefits and costs to the sector of documenting children’s learning in OSHC services. 

Our aim is to help the sector with what we have been given for the moment, but also look at it getting 
changed for the future. We are not opposed to documenting children’s learning – just documenting it for 
EACH child. 
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Perry Campbell, who is the Deputy Educational Leader with ACECQA was 

in Adelaide in March to deliver forums on Area One of the NQF, Education 

Program and Practice. Approximately 200 people attended the forums 

over three days in the city, Noarlunga and Elizabeth. 

The forums were organised in collaboration with NOSHSA (National 

Outside School Hours Services Association) which OSHCsa is part of.  

The forums were a great opportunity to network with other services 

regarding their educational program and practices and also to reflect on 

your own practices.  

 

 

At Torrensville PS OSHC we started a community art project. Our Goal was to give our School and OSHC an 

identity visually.  We got the ball rolling by bringing the idea to our OSHC committee and Governing Council. 

After a number of meetings approval was giving and we could really start meeting local artists. After 

meeting with Joel Van Moore “Vans the Omega” 

we had found our artist. 

We arranged for Joel to work alongside our own 

OSHC artist Henning Strom “Stencil Lad”. This 

was a fantastic idea as it gave the children to see 

Henning at work as an artist and as an OSHC 

worker. Children contributed daily to the project 

by positive comments, helping out with painting, 

learning techniques and taking great 

photographs. 

We had our OSHC children draw many pictures 

to inspire Joel and assist in developing a 

concept. 

The community art project has a local nature twist, using inspiration from our nature play garden and the 

local flora and fauna found along the river Torrens within our local community. The vibrancy of colour has 

uplifted our community and image. Joel has had a 

lasting impression on the students in Torrensville. 

Children are interested in the arts, drawing, 

painting and being free in their creative 

expression. 

The OSHC were also lucky enough to gain a small 

community grant from our local West Torrens 

Council to assist with the costs of the project. 

Joel is a world known artist who is from our 

lovely city of Adelaide. Check out his profile at 

http://vanstheomega.tumblr.com 

Alicia Flowers – Torrensville OSHC 

Torrensville OSHC Community Art Project…. 

ACECQA forums in March…. 

http://vanstheomega.tumblr.com/


 

 

Here is an easy activity to set up that takes little effort 

but the results can be stunning. 

All you need is: 

 White paper or cardboard 

 Black Sharpie 

 Brightly coloured crepe paper 

 Brush and water. 
 
 
Draw a picture or pattern (flower or Easter egg) on a 
piece of card or paper with a black Sharpie (something 
water proof). 
Place small coloured squares of paper (about 3cm) over 
the picture. 
Brush water on top of the crepe paper and let it dry flat. 
Once dry, remove the crepe paper which has now 
stained the paper. 
 

 

 

 

Some services don’t have a particularly large area to garden in. But small can be manageable especially for 

small services. Have a look at what Portside OSHC has been able to achieve in a small area adjacent to their 

OSHC service.  

Slim line veggie tubs work well in small or narrow areas 

Small worm tunnels can be set in the middle of the tubs to enable recycling of food scraps to fertilize your 

crops, don’t include citrus skins the worms don’t like them!   

Containers can be used to grow potatoes in the late winter or early spring and take 4 to 5 months to grow. 

Old pallets can be decorated and used to hold small pots to grow strawberries. 

Easy Crepe Paper Art from Loreto OSHC…. 

….. 

 Gardening on a small scale with Portside OSHC…. 

 

….. 



   Has your OSHC joined the SunSmart Program? 

 

SunSmart membership demonstrates your commitment to protecting children and staff 

from the risks of overexposure to ultraviolet (UV) radiation. 

The free SunSmart Program supports 

OSHC and vacation care services to 

implement best practice sun protection 

strategies. By joining you’ll receive a free 

certificate of membership, free 

curriculum resources, free training and 

development opportunities, up to date 

information on skin protection, access to 

special offers, and more! 

  

Book your free information session for leadership and educators on ‘Sun protection in the 

OSHC setting’ today. The 60 min session includes information on skin cancer detection, how 

to practically manage sun protection, how UV radiation works, WHS and how to write a 

best practice sun protection policy. The session provides knowledge and skills to contribute 

towards meeting the Australian Professional Standards for Teachers. 

  

To book your information session call Tamara on 

08 8291 4265. For more information about the 

program or to join visitwww.sunsmart.org.au. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you renewed your OSHCsa 

Membership this year?? If not this may      

be your last newsletter and you will be 

disconnected from the groupsite.  

 

Go to our website to download a Membership form if you have not renewed: 

https://media.wix.com/ugd/76ebc5_4009eec4ddc040669d2f067c88c54990.pdf 

 

http://www.sunsmart.org.au/
https://media.wix.com/ugd/76ebc5_4009eec4ddc040669d2f067c88c54990.pdf

